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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDIGAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR 1965. 


Tel: Bridgwater: 41h7/8 Health Department, 
22 King Souare, 
BRIDGWATER « 


October, 1955. 


To The Chairman and iHenbers of t 
Burnham-on-Sea Urban District Council. 


Mr. Chairmen, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


1, 


I have pleasure in presenting to you the Annual Report 
on the health of the Urban District, and the work of the Public 
Health Department during the year 1965. The report is set out in 
the manner of previous yeers, so that comparison with former reports 
can easily be made. 


expressing my erate 
for the help and consideration which I have received and for the 
friendly co-operation extended to me by my fellow Officers. 


6 


I am, 


Yours faithfully, 


R. H. WATSON. 


Area (including foreshore) 2,246 acres 


Population (census 1961) 10,026 


Population (Registrar General's estimate) 1965 10.780 
No. of inhabited houses on 3lst December, 1965 35eh3. 
Rateable value on 3lst December, 1965 £383 5159 } 
Sum represented by ld. rate on 31st December, 1965 £1,460 


Extracts from VITAL STATIS’ICS for the year 1965 
Live Births. 


Male Female Total 


Legitimate rae 72 LS 
Illegitimate oo a eo 

Lk rae Ab 
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population 14.00 
Tllegitimate live births per cent of total live births 5e29 


c 


Still Births ~ 


a i | ™ « _* . ie 7 . _* fm 
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 live and still births 6.62 
Total live and still births 152 
Infant Deaths (deaths of infants under one year of age ) yy 


Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births - total 26.49 
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births - legitimate 27.96 


nfant Mortality Rate per 1,000 iive births -illegitimate Nil 


Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks per 
1000 total live births) 13.30 


iarly Neo-natal Mortality (deaths under 1 week per 
1,000 total live births) 13030 


Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under 
weex combined per 1,000 total live and still births) 19.73 


Maternal Mortality (including abortton) Nil 
Waternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live and still births Nil 
e Bt) 


as . 67 
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Death Rate per 1,000 population z 15449 


irths. 
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after oe Owns for invard and outward transfers the 


Registrar General's figures show that there were 151 births 
(74 boys and 77 ears) in the Urban District during IS Sr 


being 25 births fewer Ges in 1S oa Of these births 5 were 
pe oer eps ite. This is 5.29 of the total live births, as compared 


With 13.06 in 196h. 


The birth rate of any area is dependent upon the 
Stti0n of tie population “in that area. Obviously a 
Qab10n With a high proportion lof persons of child bearing 
ait have more births per 1,000 of the population than 

i Panam enunbei OL pCOpLe (mi the) Older, age 

groups. To enadle the birth rates of cifferent areas to be 
compared, the Resistrer General provides a “Comparability Factor" 
for each Local se eee erce, Which aenders the birth wate 
of each area con able with that of a district the population 
of which is of standard ase -ana sex distribution. The birth 
rate for the Urban District adjusted in this manner is- increased 
from 14.00 to 15.80 per 1,000 of the population. 
The birth rate for =neland and Wales was 16,00. 
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ie Urban District and for Hngland and 


rh th 
Wales for the past five years were as follows:- 
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he number of deaths registered im “the Urban District 
during 1965 was 137. 29 were deaths of non-residents and 
were transferred to the district in which. the persons ordinarily 
resided. There were, on the other hand, 59 deaths of Urban 
District resicents registered outside the District. The total 
corrected number of deaths assigned to the District was 167 
(82 males and 85 females), This was 4 less than in the 
previous year, ana wave a crude death rate of 15.9. 


This crude death rate cannot be used to compare the 
mortality with that of other districts, as the populations 
of all areas are not similarly constitued as rezards age and 
Sex distribution. The Registrar General supplies an “Area 
Comparability Factor" and the crude death rate multiplied 
by this figure can then be compared with the death rate of the 
country aes a whole, or with the mortality of any other local 
area. fhe corrected death rate so obtained 7e8 ce 7 per 

30 lation and S wes compazed ¥ 


Death rates for the Urban Di ct and for England and 
oy 


Wales for the past Five years were as iS 
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| Crude Death Rate | 14,66 [ad 15.19 |.16.3L- 152mm 
th Rate | 11.55 . 11.24 | 12.06 | 11.am 


| England and Wales 12.0 . 122° %.| Tele seth ca 
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Of the 157 deaths, 112 occurred in people over the age 
years. 27 occurred in people in the productive age 
15 to 54. Details of the latter are given in the follow 
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Other diseases of respiratory 
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| Coronery disease and angina | 1 
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l7.- Vascular icsions of the nervous system 
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The followin: table shows the causes of all deaths and sex 


distribution: — 


Tuberculosis of the respiratory system —_ _ 
2e Other forms or tuberculosis - — 
353e Syphilitic disease - ~ 
h. Diphtheria - - 

e Acute poliomyelitis o = 
8. Measles = = 
9. Other infective and parasitic diseases - - 


He Other malignant eng lymphatic neoplasms 


e Whooping Cough - 
O. Meningococcal infections = 
t 


e SYPECPtEHASION Wictn Heart disease 
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ritis, enteritis and diarrhoea ou 


a a i a OCLC”) 


e Nephritis and nephrosis - 
= ~ pee = ca af zt 
e Hyperplasia of prostate ab | 
e Presnancy, childbirth, abortion = = 
= ~~ a Se | 7 es S 
« Congenital malformations it 2 
a ze eae Tp Sa ple Ae = (rm ; 
« Other defined and ill-defined diseases a) LO 
| | 
4 - -r-- 7 - = — H 
« 4otor vehicle accidents | alt dL 
i "> 25) are = S42 SS H 
e Ali other accidents - A 
» SUicide - Z 
= =f = = = cam { 
es HomMIeCide and OpSsrations of war | cae aes 
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The roumber of deati:s of Urban District residents from 
cancer was 46 ( males 15, females 21). This was 2 fewer than th 
cer enna constituted 21.5% of the total 


previous year. ent 


= pape at Reece ene ee 
GEatTNS QuUPrIN= ths year. 


he table shes the localisation of the disease in 


Number of Deaths 
Localisation ‘ 
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Wale Female | Total P1968, 
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Stomach 
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Lung; bronchus 


Breast 
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Uterus 3 2 
ther and unspecified organs 9 12 2a. (aks 
Total 21 AG i 36 ! 


In tne rv sort ror last year vefere:ce was made to the 
need for a comprehensive scheme to provide for the examination af 
pheae tests with & view to preventing cancer of the womb. It 16 
i sufficient trained :staff are now available to 
ares oe the work of examining cervical smears and it is to be 
hoped that soon the examination of these swears will be availab® 
to all women who desire it. 


Cancer of the Lung. bs 
The aves at which deaths from lung cancer occurred 
during the last five ycars is detailed in the following table:=™@ 
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ca ges heart disease caused 37 ( males 19, 

e 8 esented 22.15% of the total deaths from all 
S and vas stu vilont Oma Geath rate ofs).l per i1,000 of 
fe) abi 


Se 
Ta eR = = 
the population. 
Fontijina WF ~ <r 
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4 infants under ,one year of aze died during the year. 
This gives an infa.tile mortality rate of 26/49 per 1,000 of all 
live birt!s, while the corresponding rate fur England and wales 
was 19.0. 


The follovine table shows the causes of deaths 
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Under ehh, ieee 6-12 | Total 

Cause of death 
aac 1 week | weeks |mnths maths | 


et ote ee) ee i  \ a we 
Subarachnoid haencrrhage ab = ~ - a 
Influenzal Heningitis _ | = a ca 1 
Atelectasis alt 2 me = | al 
Bronchopneuvnmonia - | cll = = aE 
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1955 ere 630 | 2 
| 1955 | 9,590 | 20 -6 
fae 95720 50 aie 
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[E960 =| 209020 (20 -18 
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| 1964 | 10,460 80 
| 19657 >| 10, 780 | — 300 —16 
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The followin# table sets out the cases of notifiable diseases that occurred in the Urban District 
during 1955, he treble is dravn‘up after making the necessary correct ons in diagnosis by either the 


practitioners -or the Mecical Officers at the Isolation Hospitels:- 
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Scarlet 
Fever 


oi Sees 
a | — 
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: 
Whooping Cours —- = | = = 3 
| | 
Brysipelsos | = = Ee a = 
| | 
| ! 
Pneumonia | - — | es 2 = 
yl | | 
Tubercul5sis, - Be | a: = = 
ain 
rperal | | 
Pyre hal — | — | — = 
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During the previous year h6 crses of notifin le ciseased were notified. 


Diphtheria. _ 
Ne-~eases of diphtheria were.notitied. 


The followine taple Shows the) number of chididrem who 
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Diphtheria 
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Primary 
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Children born i 
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Measles. 
ts Cases were tified as compared with 32. in the 

previous year. Treatment dern drugs has done much to reduce 
the severity as of this highly 
inte ous Gi its trivielity measles 
eet S a cous: Fors wWorkingti. ie> in 
epidemic year iS prevention would 
grcauly he siderabic cuantities 
of antibiotic eat many cases and 
thus prevention le economic saving. 
at the present ficiency of @ new 
fe different parts of 
, dong a useful 
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iwuber or persons vaccinated or #evoccinated durin 
the yoar was 105 as compirea With 100 in the previous year. 
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Vaccination is now voluntary, but the value cys 

individual vaccinetion is in my opinion, undiminished and TI would 

ta to have their children vaccinated, preferably 
¢ c ar 


anus ii sation is now combined with diphtheria 
n almost as a routine and practically all infants 


inmunisatior 
ria iving primssy immunisation and all gchool children receiving 


ter inject:.ons ese offered a combined vaccine. 


Mhe number of children wno co pleted a full course or 
: : c ee ( , eect —~ el : Fs Q wrac 
prinary iwiamnisatiou in the yoer ended 4lst December; 1965, was 
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1968 1958-51 is ne 


{ [mmunisation 


to report that in 1965 only one new 
E spe notified, and that no case 
Mace Gisgese were reported. 
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and much geSpetence Was @Iven) to needy cases. During he yeer 1 
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Naternity 18 
Old age and infirnity 99 
Tuberculosis 
@hronic Sick 
Post Operation 
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$1412.65 was as follows: - 


Welfare of Old Psople. 
IL. = 7 = = x ae AN i c 4 re rm. a 
fhe~ Council are now assistins the “.V.Ss. tos provide 
Mears Of wheels for old peopic;, and this worthwhileo service is 
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week are distributed. 
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In the period froia lst foril, 1945 to 3lst December, 198 
a total of 1345 hovwscs have been built. These were made up of § 
517 by the Local Authority and 626 by private enterprise. 

Ate Khe end of the yeer there were 214 applicants for 
Council how Lo Se 
MGCEr OUD lies. 

Tic mains vater supply was sutisractory both as tO 
cuality and -vantity. The water is treated by chlorination aad 
bactericlogicel tests were carried out on the treeved waver on 
4 aceassions, 211 of «hich weve excellent results. 

Sevicge Dis osale 

AS IGnhtioned in previous veports, the condition of : tH 

ii. BeWwerage system of the District gives rise to anxLietye { 
cacy measure have been taken by the Council to repair whe 
eccr at eo, tein manholes which were know. to be ing criti 

te. T SENG rally ave overloaded end are frequeutly 

BS4Ll Coe 

r Cou s proposels for re-sewering the District 

ior t miuuy of the effluent before discharge inte the Rivg™ 
3 Jc be “ted to the iinistry for approval in principe 
T) ) it Sivi ar a st unsatisfactory one end itis tom 
t-t the Cou.cil ill be cble to proceed with their propos 
i3 OF sible. 
on diverting ths old sewer oom at the Clycé 
Li I ro old bed or the River Br aod dis schar: ALG 
nem C lead ‘4 hbridce sewer has been col te ted ond hag 
ac e] t) tinwnce. which existed for so many JM 
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Domestic refuse is removed by the Council:on a weekly 
collection. The Cou. cil have agreed with Bridrwater Rural District 
Council for the yoldtluse of the latter Council's What Jo) pesky Mex Uhialsianro yale 
Here refuse is tipped into a arse claypit and is covered as much 
95 possible. The tip being situated end out dnve uhe Country, 
Generally Jittle or no miisauce arises. 


No dicetces have ™oéen iss76G for °stationins of 
gmdvyiGuel mnoveepls Gvellini:s. Five cainpin: sites have been 
ditcenseG. Sanitary conditions renain satisfactory. The existins 
Stites Have beeau «sasonsbly well conducted during the holiday 


There are no resistered Comnon Lodging Houses in the 
Urban District. 
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